Intragenic recombinants of Plasmodium falciparum identified by in situ polymerase chain reaction.
We report an in situ PCR technique for visualising amplified DNA of blood forms of Plasmodium falciparum on microscope slides by fluorescence microscopy. The method is used to assess the changes in frequency of different alleles of the MSP1 gene in cultures of the progeny of a cross. We show that parasites with a recombinant form of this protein possess an initial growth advantage before declining in numbers over the long-term.